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UN Summit on the Millennium Development Goals – a critical acclaim of 
the outcomes 
 
The United Nations Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) ended on 22 Sep-
tember with the unanimous adoption of a previously negotiated outcome document and an 
“action agenda” for achieving the MDGs by 2015. 
 
Much remains to be done to achieve the Goals, for instance to half poverty or to improve access 
to safe drinking water, by 2015. Whether these ambitious objectives are at all realistic can be 
doubted. All participating nations agreed that what has been put in motion since the adoption of 
the Millennium Declaration and the MDGs in 2000 is not sufficient, but no single country made 
concrete and binding pledges at the Summit. 
 
Remarkable therefore the initiative put forward by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, to launch 
a 40 billion US Dollar campaign to implement the Goals by 2015. Of course, the UN does not have 
the money to finance such an ambitious programme, but Ban was creative enough to address rich 
individuals, foundations and the private sector – apart from the “usual suspects” in development 
cooperation. This is a new approach, and given the recently launched initiative by Bill Gates and 
Warren Buffet, it could become a promising vehicle for the MDGs. 
 
Apart from a factual redirection of financing mechanisms towards private sources, it is notewor-
thy that some of the leading donor nations, especially the United States and Germany, announced 
a certain paradigm shift in their development policy, i.e. the introduction of the subsidiary prin-
ciple and tougher criteria for “good governance” in recipient countries. Whether such rhetoric 
follows the sole target of rendering development aid more effective, or whether they camouflage 
a neo-conservative shift, can only be guessed at.  
 
From a GRF Davos perspective, and therefore from a risk and security oriented perspective, the 
New York Summit missed the important opportunity to think “out of the box” and beyond the 
year 2015. The international community has to embark on an increased effort to integrate the 
existing set of MDGs with the broader agendas of global environmental change, climate change 
and human climate justice in particular, safety and security, and effective risk reduction and disas-
ter management (i.e. risk governance). Global inequality and its reduction should be given more 
emphasis: an explicit call for the reduction of inequality should be paired with the objective of 
sustainable, economic growth. Fragile statehood, political instability and larger societal uncertain-
ties oftentimes pose risks to MDG success and global security and require the attention of policy-
makers. The MDG process needs to entail effective tools and standards for risk and safety assess-
ment and integrative risk management in a variety of areas, including those of natural hazards 
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and extreme events, technology, environmental change, finance or trade. The Summit did not 
touch upon these critical questions. 
 
Obviously for political reasons, the participating nations decided to focus on the next five years 
only. However, it would be irresponsible to neglect the critical necessity for an innovative agenda 
beyond 2015 and beyond the present set of MDGs. Ultimately, policy and practice development 
at all levels has to seek the resilience of the economic as well as the social and the ecological 
spheres. Through an integrative risk governance approach, the very notion of sustainable devel-
opment, i.e. the balance between economy, ecology and equity, can be brought about and thus 
re-invigorate the MDGs while at the same time effectively address the multitude of risks imposed 
upon us. 
 
GRF Davos will keep up its effort to integrate the MDG agenda with its risk and security agenda in 
order for future development practice to adequately address the urging issues of Climate Change, 
Natural Hazards, Human Safety and Security. 
 
 
 
Additional information 
 
For additional in-depth information on the UN Summit, the MDGs and GRF Davos please contact: 
 
Dr. Walter J. Ammann, CEO and President of GRF Davos (++41 79 301 71 50) 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Rechkemmer, Senior Chief Scientist, GRF Davos (++49 171 413 34 29) 
 
Or visit the GRF web-site: www.grforum.org  
 
For more specific MDG information you find a GRF Position Paper and a GRF Fact Sheet on the 
MDGs here: 
http://www.grforum.org/pages_new.php/Millennium-Development-Goals-Summit/859/1/707/769 
 
 
 
 
 
Davos, 23 September 2010/C. Sutter 
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